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Dr. Bill Culberson

Obituary

Dr. William Louis Culberson (1929-2003)

It is a great sadness to hear Dr. William (Bill)
Louis Culberson was passing away on February
8, 2003 in Duke University Hospital on 73 years
old.

Bill received his B.S. degree at the University
of Cincinnati, influenced greatly by Prof. E. Lucy
Braun and Prof. Margaret Fulford, who steered
him into lichenology. He studied at the Uni-
versity of Paris to get a M.S. and a PhD from
the University of Wisconsin (Prof. J. W.
Thomson). Bill had the good fortune to meet
Chicita at the University of Cincinnati. He
persuaded her to come to Wisconsin. This was
the beginning of an incredible collaboration in
lichen chemistry and taxonomy. After that,

they have developed lichenology as a
remarkable team in all respects, especially in
lichen chemotaxonomy.

There are many Bill's honors. He was a
president of the Botanical Society of America
and the American Bryological and Lichenological

Society. He taught lichenology for many years

at Duke and many students he inspired are now
in full activity in many other fields. He was
director of the Sarah P. Duke Gardens for 20
years and greatly expanded and improved it,
especially by the addition of a Japanese garden,
now named for him. In addition, Bill produced
more than 100 scientific papers in lichenology
and led world lichenologists.

When our society started in 2002, Bill
accepted an honorable member of our society
and gave us encouragement to our society as
well as Japanese lichenologists. When he first
came to Japan with Chicita in 1961, they
studied especially Cerarioid lichens in National
Science Resources (director Dr. Y. Asahina) for
several months. During their stay in Japan,
they met many Japanese lichenologists at the
laboratory as well as at botanical meetings.
Many Japanese lichenologists visited Duke
University to meet Bill and Chicita and they
received their kind hospitality and generous
guidance to the lichenology. Personally |
visited two times his home as well as Duke
University in 1967 and 1979 with Dr. A. J.
Sharp and received his kind hospitality with
Chicita.

We have grieved for loss of the great

lichenologists, Bill Culberson.

Isao Yoshimura
The President
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